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[bookmark: INSERT_SOW]REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
(RFA-001/23)

ACCELERATE YOUR START-UP THROUGH STAR UP!


Issuance Date:				27/01/2023


Submission Closing Date & Time: 		31/03/2023, 17:00h


Dear Applicants,

STIKK, the implementing entity of the STAR UP project, funded by the European Union, is seeking Tenants for Tech Park Prishtina, from qualified Kosovo start-ups who have focused their business operations in the ICT Sector.

The aim of the action is to offer support for existing start-ups and enhance their capabilities through Individualized acceleration support, based on their needs. Following their acceptance, individualized diagnosis of needs will be administered and follow-up acceleration support will be provided to each of the start-ups. The Tech Park will serve as a one-stop shop for the whole industry, with around 25 start-ups and 10 well established businesses which will move to the premises, including Research & Development labs, co-working spaces, meeting rooms, etc. 

Hence, the Prishtina Tech Park will foster the collaboration of established companies and new start-ups to further expand the capabilities and services/products offered by the ICT industry. The STAR UP project will also support start-ups with various Trainings, Consultancy in Business Management, Matchmaking & B2B events, Market Linkages, Access to EU markets, Regional & International ICT event participation, Seed-fundings via grants etc. 

We anticipate awarding up to 25 start-ups to be part of the Tech Park Prishtina, around April 2023. 

For the purposes of this project, this RFA is being issued and consists of this cover letter and the following:

Section I – Tenancy Opportunity Description;
Section II – Award Information;
Section III – Eligibility Information;
Section IV – Application Submission Information & Contacts;
Section V – Application Review Information;
Section VI – Award Administration Information;
Section VII – Other Information; and
Section VIII – Attachments.


Thank you for your interest.

Section I:  Tenancy Opportunity Description

IA. Background – Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]STAR UP is a 30 months’ project funded by the European Union and is implemented by The Kosovo Association of Information and Communication Technology (STIKK), in Kosovo. 

STAR UP Action directly contributes to the strengthening of the Kosovo economy by supporting the growth of start-ups via acceleration process. By supporting the structured growth of promising ICT start-ups, the Action directly contributes to the increase of numbers and the sustainability of innovative and growth-oriented start-ups, in particular women- and youth-led start-ups”. 

Moreover, through acceleration services, and the new growth space provided at the park, the project directly forwards support of the creation of a good digital innovation ecosystem for start-ups with strengthened links with the EU ecosystem.

IB. General Criteria for Selection
The STAR UP aims improving economic prosperity and outlook of the youth in Kosovo. Improving the efficiency of the private sector to boost development and generate employment are the two core variables that the action seeks to change. 

A valid proposal under the STAR UP scheme must meet the following criteria:
· Be innovative and unique;
· Be consistent with and supportive of the STAR UP objectives;
· Be export oriented;
· Be able to improve economic opportunities in the target area of the STAR UP project.

Section II:  Award Information
1. Under this RFA a spot at the Tech Park Prishtina will be granted to the:

· Start-ups in the ICT Sector. 

2. All applications received by the deadline will be reviewed by the STAR UP Review and Evaluation Committee (REC) within two weeks of the submission deadline according to the evaluation criteria outlined in this RFA.  

3. Submissions received after the Closing Date and Time will not be considered in the review process. Only electronic applications will be received before the closing date and time.

4. Following submission of your complete Application, within fifteen calendar days from the deadline for acceptance of applications, STAR UP will schedule a date for our REC to review and evaluate your application. Those applicants receiving the highest scores, will move to the next phase of the selection process.

[bookmark: _Hlk101347775]Section III:  Eligibility Information
This RFA is open to Entrepreneurs and/or start-ups registered in Kosovo (more specific types of organization is referenced in Section II. 2 above).

In addition, Applicants must:
· Be active in the Kosovo market and be legally registered and recognized under the laws of Kosovo [please provide a copy of your business registration certificate] (if any);
· Clarified business vision, mission, and values.
· Be in good standing with all civil and fiscal authorities; 
· Possess financial accountability and maintain detailed records of all expenses; and
· Not be found on the list of Sanctions List Search – Terrorism & Financial Intelligence, Office of Foreign Assets Control

The following organizations are not eligible for a STAR UP support: 

· Political parties, their subsidiaries, or affiliates;
· Organizations that appear on the OFAC list;
· Organizations that promote or engage in illegal activities or anti-democratic activities;
· Organizations whose objectives are for discriminatory and/or religious purposes, and whose main objective of the action is of a religious nature;
· Any entity affiliated with STAR UP project its officers, directors, or employees. 

[bookmark: _Hlk101350432]Section IV:  Application Submission Information & Contacts

1. The RFA includes all information required to apply, however, questions on this RFA should be submitted by email (ONLY) to:

E-mail: starup@stikk.org

[bookmark: _Hlk120008086]The deadline for questions is 17/03/2023 at 17:00h. Answers will be distributed to all applicants by 24/03/2023 at 17:00h.

The information sessions with potential applicants will be organized on Zoom Platform, on the following dates:
1. 01/02/2023 & 09:00h – 12:00h
2. 03/02/2023 & 09:00h – 12:00h
3. 07/02/2023 & 09:00h – 12:00h
4. 10/02/2023 & 09:00h – 12:00h
5. 15/02/2023 & 09:00h – 12:00h

The Meeting LINK will be published with all interested parties on our website and on social media, at least one hour before the meeting.

2. The STAR UP project will not cover any costs related to preparation and submission of the Applications. 

Applicants must submit the application using the forms/templates as follows:

· Application Form;
· A copy of the Applicant’s valid legal business registration certificate and type of activity;
· A copy of the Kosovo ID card.
· A copy of your business portfolio such as brochure, social media pages, website (if any).  

3. Applications can be submitted in English, Albanian or Serbian on the following email: 

·  starup@stikk.org

Please insert [STAR UP – Tenancy Application] in the subject line of the email and attach all requested documents. If the document size exceeds the maximum space on the email, then please include the WeTransfer Link on the body of the email to enable us to successfully access the required documents, due to the heavy size. We will only review the applications that possess a WeTransfer Link on the body of the email.

[bookmark: _Hlk101351372]Section V:  Application Review Information

1. A Review and Evaluation Committee (REC) will formally evaluate and rank all applications independently and uniformly in writing, using an Application Evaluation Form. Rankings will be based on the criteria and points, based on 100 as the maximum points allowed and as follows: 

Strategic fit: 35 points
a) Contribution toward STAR UP programme goals and objectives;

Technical approach: 40 points
a) Clearly defined business statement;
b) Clearly outlined business goals;
c) Innovative technical approach;

Capacities and Sustainability: 25 points
a) Vision and capacity to export goods/services.

2. A Review and Evaluation Committee (REC) consisting of a minimum of three individuals (outside the STAR UP project) and one observer (from the STAR UP contracting authority) will review and evaluate all applications.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk101351796]Section VI:  Award and Administration Information

· Once the REC has convened and evaluated applications, successful recipients will receive an e-mail from the STAR UP team. 
· Successful applicants will be invited via email about the time and date to present their business Start-ups to the committee.
· Unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing within one week following the REC meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk101352108]Section VII:  Other Information
1. STAR UP reserves the right to support any or none of the applications submitted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk101353273]Section VIII:  Attachments

Attachment 1:		START-UPS/Entrepreneurs Application Form

Attachment 2:	A copy of the Applicant’s valid legal business registration certificate and type of activity;

Attachment 3:	            A copy of the ID card (owner/s).

Attachment 4:	A copy of your business portfolio such as brochure, social media pages, website (if any).  
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